0 HERALDO
S INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP DAY-2026

Indian Coast Guard launches coastal
clean-up across 25 beaches in Goa

Main event at Miramar Beach was graced by
Governor Pusapati Ashok Gajapathi R.nu
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Coastal clean-up draws 3,878 volunteers across
Goas 25 beaches clearing 2,760 kg of marine litter

NT Reporter
Vasco/Margao

The Indian Coast Guard
(ICG), in association with
the Union Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES) and with
support from the govern-
ment of Goa, Lions Interna-
tional, Vibrant Goa Founda-
tion and other stakeholders,
conducted the International
Coastal Clean-Up Day (ICC)
2026 across 25 beaches in
Goaunder the theme ‘Clean
Ocean, Safe Coast - This is
Our Identity.

The clean-up drive, held
from 6.30 am to 9.30 am,
brought together village
panchayats, municipal
councils, government agen-
cies, organisations, NGO
Tree Foundation and volun-

The initiative was also held as part of the Government’s
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and the Prime Minister's ‘Swachhata
Hi Seva’ campaign. = Diana Fernandes

teers to remove marine litter
from the beaches.

More than 3,878 volun-
teers participated in the
campaign, removing about
2,760 kg of plastic and mar-
ine litter from the beaches.

The main event at
Miramar Beach was atten-

ded by Governor Pusapati
Ashok Gajapathi Raju.
Minister of Transport
Mauvin Godinho; Minis-
ter for Sports and Youth
Affairs Ramesh Tawadkar;
Benaulim AAP MLA Venzy
Viegas, Mormugao BJP
MLA Sankalp Amonkar,

Cortalim MLA Antonio Vaz,
St Andre RGP MLA Viresh
Borkar, and others and
stakeholders also joined
the campaign at beaches in
their constituencies across
the State.

Meawhile, Cavelossim
village panchayat, in collab-
oration with the Cavelossim
biodiversity management
committee, conducted a
beach cleaning drive along
the coastal stretches of
Cavelossim and Mobor.

“It is important to keep
our beaches clean to at-
tract good tourism, which
is the backbone of our state.
I would request the public
not to litter not only on the
beaches but on the road-
side as well. More than 300
hotel staff joined the drive

and tonnes of garbage was
collected, which was later
collected by the panchayat,”
said village sarpanch Dixon
Vaz. Participants rem

of accumulated
waste, primarily non-biode-
gradable debris and single-
use plastics, from the beach
shore and access corridors.

The drive brought to-
gether the village pan-
chayat, Biodiversity Man-
agement Committee,
Indian Coast Guard, hospit-
ality industry, residents and
volunteers for the cleaning
of the coastal stretches.

The initiative was also
held as part of the Govern-
ment's Swachh Bharat Ab-
hiyan and the Prime Min-
ister’s ‘Swachhata Hi Seva’
campaign.
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- Nearly 300kg

~ plastic waste

~ removed from
beaches

Times News NETWORK

: Tol - 20.09.26

: Udupi: More than 500 students

. from across Udupi were sensiti-

. sed to the impact of marine litter

. and plastic pollution as part of a

~ two-day coastal conservation

. programme. The initiative was

- followed by a clean-up drive at
Kaup and Malpe beaches, where
volunteersremovednearly 300 kg
of plastic waste.
- The programme was organi-
sed by the Indian National Centre
for Ocean Information Services
(INCOIS), under the ministry of
earth sciences, in association
with the Manipal Academy of
Higher Education (MAHE) and
Manipal Institute of Technology
(MIT). It formed part of the na-
tionwide ‘Swachh Sagar Suraks-
hit Sagar 2026’ campaign, held at
40 coastal locations across Ind;h

The awareness programme
began at Govt Composite PU Col-
lege, Malpe, on Friday.

Students of the college and
Shree Narayana Guru English
Medium School, Malpe, attended
the session.

MP Kota Srinivasa P:g;?
inaugurated the progr .
while MLA Yashpal A Suvarna

presided OM
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lean up drive in Ramanathapuram | exeress

marine debris. In the Palk Bay
region, a cleanup at Villoondi
on September 18 resulted in the
removal of around 505 kg of ma-
rine debris. A mega cleanup at
Sangumal Beach, Rameshwar-
am, on Saturday saw around 100
participants remove another
515 kg, taking the two-day total
to about 1.02 tonnes.

In the Gulf of Mannar, over
250 people participated in a
nup at Mandapam Park
1, organised by MSSRF
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